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AIDS TO ORTHOP/EDIC SURGERY AND FRACTURES. By William
Waugh, M.A., M.Chir., F.R.C.S.(Eng.). Fourth Edition. (Pp. viii + 296.
12s. 6d.) London: Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox, 1956.
TIlE whole field of orthopadics and fractures is attempted in the two hundred and eighty-six pages
of this addition to the Aids Series. It illustrates many of the advantages and not a few of the
disadvantages of such "cramming." It is small enough to slip into the jacket pocket, and there
is a good index. The layout of the subjects suffers, with little variation of print size, which is
smallish, and with a tendency for important subjects to be less obviously indicated than expected.
The print is unrelieved by a single illustration or drawing. Such drawbacks are inevitable if the
volume is to be kept small and at the same time be reasonably comprehensive. Regarding the
subject matter, dogmatism appears fromii time to time, as it must in any abbreviated discourse.
The author has given a balanced opinion on most subjects and he does not ride any "hobby-
horses." A few obvious points of criticism in the orthopaedic section must be made. There is an
unexpected conservatism in the treatment of tuberculosis. In capsulitis of the shoulder, short-wave
diathermy is said to be helpful in the acute phases-the reverse is more often true. In treating
fractures, it is surprising to read that blood transfusion during Blade plate operations for femoral
fractures is "often necessary." It will not be accepted by many surgeons that bumper fractures of
the tibia should be immobilised in plaster for ten weeks, nor that compression arthrodesis is the
method of choice for the ankle joint.
The book is designed for the student, and it wvill be of great assistance especially for quick
reference. R. I. W.
THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. Edited by Sir Stanley
Davidson, B.A.(Cantab.), M.D., P.R.C.P.(Ed.), F.R.C.P.(Lond.), M.D.(Oslo).
Third Edition. (Pp. viii + 1079; figs. 73. 35s.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1956.
IT might have been thought that a new textbook of general medicine was not required. The fact
that the volume under review has run to three editions and two reprints in four years indicates
not only the need for a well-selected and well-presented modern text, but also that the Medical
Department of the University of Edinburgh has supplied this need. The layout of the present edition
follows that of the previous volume. The chapter on neurology has been rewritten and the other
sections revised in the light of advancing knowledge. This book may be recommended not only
for its excellence of style and clarity of presentation, but also, and importantly in these days when
medical books are so expensive, for its modest price. R. A. W.
THE LIFE OF HUGH OWEN THOMAS. By David Le Vay, M.S.(Lond.),
F.R.C.S. (Pp. vii + 136; plates 12. 25s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S.
Livingstone.
THIS book is a historical biography of a great man, and as such it represents countless hours of
research and visitation by the author, who has obviously not spared himself in collecting material
which he has presented in a clear and extremely well-written form. The profession owes Mr. Le Vay
a great debt for this work.
It is salutory that the author has presented Thomas in his true light, that is to say, as a man
of steel and an able doctor, and not, as many ill-informed have considered him, as a bone-setter-
for the trade of which, by the way, he had a certain amount of disrespect-and as a maker of
splints. Rather, Thomas is presented as a strong character who has grown in stature and in
appreciation by the medical profession ever since his death.
But the book is very much more than a biography;. it is a challenge to the present generation
of orthopaedic surgeons to consider whether orthopedic practice has not become too mechanical,
for it has increasingly to deal not with primary conditions, which nature aided but not dictated
to would have cured, but with the ill-effects of previous and badly conceived treatment. This is
where reconsideration of the work and life of Hugh Owen Thomas is so important to our
126